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♥ First Lesson: Matur Suksma – Give Thanks! 

Dear Friends of the Saraswati Mandala School Project! 

We are very grateful for the positive trend here in Bondalem and the school 

project’s development in the last few months.   

Since the beginning of September our priest Mangku‘s connections with public 

schools in Bondalem have brought us many new students. Suddenly there were 

about 50 children in our classroom which made our Balinese teacher Komang Adi 

very happy indeed.   

We have also been blessed with two new volunteers from Sweden: Susanne and 

Hanna, mother and daughter. Together with our new coordinator, Maria from 

Germany, we set up the abandoned Teacher House in Bondalem (Rumah Guru in 

Indonesian). We’ve cleaned for days, arranged new curtains and sheets, painted 

furniture and bought new kitchen equipment to make it feel more like a home. 

Finally, the volunteers and Maria moved in.  

As the Balinese are a very spiritual people a proper ceremony was needed for the 

Teacher House in order to chase away old ghosts. The house temple was adorned 

with beautiful fabric and the house was purified and blessed, as well as the future 

residents and some visiting guests from the Bali Mandala. Everybody agreed that 

this ceremony invited positive energy to the place as well as to the school project.  

With the increasing amount of students and the many new ideas the Swedish 

volunteers brought to the school project we created an exciting and enjoyable 

teaching-and-learning spirit. Besides the obligatory English classes the children 

also pick up Swedish and German words. We also had many interested visitors 

from the Bali Mandala who very much enjoyed the school’s lively atmosphere.  

Currently we are working on the student’s English pronunciation and a revision of 

topics like months, seasons and days of the week, always promoting the concept 

that teaching and learning should be mutual: Our students practice their English 

and our teachers practice their Indonesian. That’s how it works! 

♥ See you next time! 

 


